
RONALD L. NOVAK. Chief 

[̂  24 9 50 fR *i5!VMM0ND AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 

CITY OF HAMMOND. INDIANA ^^Bg^O 5 9 2 5 CALUMET AVENUE 

October 20, 1988 

Mr. Harry E. Atkinson 
CERCLIS 
Office of Solid & Hazardous Waste Management 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
105 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6015 

PHONE (ai9J B 5 3 - B 3 0 6 

EPA Region 6 Records Ctr. 

326691 

RE: R & R Industrial Park 
1745 - 165th Street 
Hammond, Indiana 

Dear Mr. AtKinson: 

Please find enclosed several pieces of information on the above 
referenced site which I feel needs to be evaluated to determine 
if hazardous material are present. The site contains an 
estimated 1,000 drums and numerous large piles of shot blasting 
material. Aerial photographs of the site taken in 1979 shows an 
apparent dump area. The recent fire at the site revealed drums 
present with the markings of hydrofloric acid, chlororthene and 
some type of solidified paint-like material. Due to the size of 
the site as well as the amount of materials present I am 
requesting an investigation by I.D.E.M. to determine if this 
location poses any environmental dangers. 

If I can be of any service during the investigation please feel 
free to call upon me. 

^ 

Sincerely, 

Ronald L. Novak, Chief 
Hammond Air Pollution Control 

RLN:ms 
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Content of 
drums will 
be tested 

HAMMOND — The contents of 
1,000 abandoned drums found in 
a field here will be analyzed to 
see if they - contain dangerous 
chemicals, authorities said Sat
urday. 

The drums were found in a 
field behind the R&R Industrial 
Park on 165th Street by city fire
fighters who respo.aded to a trash 
blaze Friday afternoon. 

Most of the drums were empty 
and scattered over a two-acre 
dump site near the Norfolk & 
Western Railroad tracks. 

The site, formerly owned by 
Pu l lman S t a n d a r d Co., was 
bought several years ago by Rob
ert Rankin, owner of the industri
al park. 

The barrels were found in a 
fenced-off area at the far north 
end of the project, away from the 
industries. 

Ron Novak, coordinator of 
Hammond's Hazardous Materials 
Response Team, said Saturday 
that he thought Pullman dumped 
the drums when workers there 
made Amtrak's Superliner cars. 

He said the company also re
furbished flatbed railroad cars. 

Novak said his team did not 
take samples of materials in the 
drums but notified the Indiana 
Department of Environmental 
Management, which he said has 
jurisdiction. 

Novak did recommend that 
two materials be sampled and 
analyzed. 

One appeared to be shot-blast
ing grit used to clean metal sur
faces. The other looked like 
foundry sand, Novak said. 

"Most of the drums were emp
ty. Many of them were rotted out. 

"We were not about to tamper 
with any of it," Novak said. 

He said the fire ignited some 
railroad ties on the property. 

"From our standpoint that's a 
major concern," he said, because 
the .ties contain creosote, a can
cer-causing material that is re
leased into the air when set on 
fire. 
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